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I ’m writing this newsletter piece in 

February. This week, we’re all deal-

ing with the leftovers of a huge snowfall. 

Children are out of school. Energy   demands 

for heating are at record-breaking levels. 

Where the roads have been cleared, the snow 

is piled up on either side in piles so big it 

seems they may never melt. More snow and 

some freezing rain are predicted. On Sunday 

morning, it is likely that many people will 

decide to stay home and stay safe. 

     I’m writing in February, on a cold, raw day. But you are reading this in 

March. Is it warmer? Is there an expectation of spring yet? Are things in 

Bowling Green getting back to normal? If you’ve felt stuck in your house 

during the cold weather, are you glad to be able to get out easily again? 

     I’m thinking about how changes in our weather can be examples to us 

of other kinds of change. One of Jesus’ early proclamations was that the 

kingdom of God was coming. In the church, we are like people freezing in 

February, but we are anticipating good news. The rule of God is good 

news. Accepting that rule is the work of faith. By faith we are led to hope, 

and the nature of that hope is fulfilled by God’s great blessings. 

     This spring, our church will be involved in two processes of self-study. 

One of these is initiated by our own Presbytery of Western Kentucky.    

We should be grateful for the Presbytery’s interest in our needs. The other   

opportunity is one our Session has begun, in which a consulting firm 

called The Center for Healthy Churches will work with a team from our 

church to conduct interviews with our membership and encourage us in 

developing a positive vision for our church’s ministry. We are fortunate to 

have secured the founder of The Center for Healthy Churches, Dr. William 

(Bill) Wilson, to work with us directly. 

     As I’m writing this piece, it is still cold and wintery. It’s almost hard to 

imagine it warming up. But we know it will, eventually, be spring. We’d 

like to rush it, but we can’t. Instead, we will trust in God for the future, 

and we will figure that, with God at the helm, only whatever is best can 

possibly ensue.  

     From the other side of winter, I bid you: Welcome spring! 

     And know you are loved.   

                                                                Matthew 
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I f you’d like to help with the Room In 

The Inn homeless shelter program in 

our church, there are various ways to get in-

volved. 

     If you’re interested, please contact Steve 

Todd at stephenctodd@yahoo.com for more in-

Missions 

L ast year, The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green assembled 15 Clean-up Buckets for the Gifts of the 

Heart Kits used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Services.   

     This year we be assembling a different kit to be used in areas where a disaster has affected children and 

schools. We will be putting together School Kits and would love your contributions.  

     It is very important that we purchase the exact items for these kits so each is the same and the cost to ship 

the completed kits doesn't increase because donated items are larger than requested.        

     The items to be collected for each kit include: 

 One pair of blunt scissors (rounded tip) 

 Three 70-count spiral notebooks or notebooks with a total of 200-210 pages (no loose-leaf or filler paper) 

 One 30-centimeter ruler (12-inch) 

 One hand-held pencil sharpener 

 Six new pencils with erasers 

 One large eraser 

 One box of 24 crayons 

 One cloth bag, 12” x 14” to 14” x 17” finished size, cotton or lightweight canvas, cloth handles  
 

 You may place your items in the container in Fellowship Hall beginning March 1. 

     If  you have any questions, contact Jan Albert at (270) 904-0701. 

A Message from the Missions Committee 
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A t our house, we expect our monthly pay 

checks; we trust our employers and pen-

sion managers to keep their pledges to us. If they 

didn't, we would be in a fix.   

     In November and December, my husband and I 

kept forgetting to fill out our pledge card. Where 

was it anyway?  

     We picked up another one and then promptly 

misplaced it among travel brochures, grocery re-

ceipts and bills to pay.   

     Weeks passed. We made Christmas gifts and 

mailed them, planned a January vacation and  

entertained friends.  

     We weren't thinking about church benevolences.  

It would get done. And it did. But there were conse-

quences. While we were postponing, the church fi-

nance committee was deciding on the 2015 budget, 

including the proposed missions budget submitted  

in November 2014. 

     Here is where missions benevolences and pledge 

cards transect.   

     Last year, the missions benevolence budget was 

$65,760; however, this year with pledges down, the 

finance committee cut $10,660 from the proposed 

2015 benevolence budget.   

     Think about it. What would happen if the pay 

check didn't arrive on time at your house? Oops!  

Now what?! Gas or groceries? Medicine or heat?   

     And that is exactly what has happened to the  

benevolence budget: the "gas or groceries/medicine 

or heat" decision. 

      In February, here is what the missions commit-

tee decided in a 3/2 decision: 

     The missions benevolence budget will function 

with $9,760 less until April, which means deleting 

the benevolences of Montreat, Uspiritus-Bellewood 

and Bread for the World, and reducing the bene-

volence for Room In the Inn. The committee will as-

sist in a second effort stewardship call out to the 

congregation and in April ask finance to reconsider 

the benevolence budget and fund deleted and redu-

ced benevolences in proportion to new or renewed 

pledges received after January 2015. 

     As in our homes, within our families, once in-

come drops, choices become disagreeable (gas or 

groceries, medicine or heat). Some people suggest 

cutting out Living Waters, others Uspiritus-

Bellewood.   

     "Can we cut Saturday Meals?"   

     "Why does HOTEL INC cost $12,000?" 

     No, it's not fun to do with less, because it could 

be a different story. There is still time. 

     Let's see. By my calculations, if 10 people who 

haven't pledged found a pledge card (or made one 

up) and pledged $83 a month designated to missions 

benevolences and then dropped the card in the plate 

on Sunday morning or mailed it to the church office 

c/o Richard Barefoot, we could do more, like show 

support for Montreat, Bread for the World, Bowling 

Green's Uspiritus-Bellewood, and stabilize Room in 

the Inn costs.   

 

By Diane Simmons, Missions Committee Chairwoman 

Our church elders: Gary Ahrendt, Franklin Berry, Charlie Capito, Sam Evans, Jim Harris, Julia 

Roberts, Nancy English, Steve Todd, John Grise, John Fitts, Bobby Rabold, Michael Spencer,    
Margaret Stein, Susan Thomison and Larry Warden. 

Our church deacons: Karol Ahmed, Megan Algie, Barbara Brindle, Peggy Carthrae, Shannon 

Dyche, Kim Ferguson, Kelly Goad, Sheryl Goad, Anna Sue Heller, Todd Hudson, Frederica Kerno-
han, Donna Meredith, Charlotte Prow, Nick Rabold, Kevin Reber, Ken Royse, Diane Simmons,   
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L inda Stewart 

was born in 

Henderson. 

Her mother passed away 

when she was a young 

girl, but her father remar-

ried. The family moved to 

Bowling Green in 1946.  

     Upon graduating from 

High School in 1955, 

Linda married Hoye Stewart, the young man with 

whom she had fallen in love. The newlyweds made 

their home in Franklin, where Hoye worked on a 

dairy farm.  

     Linda had been raised in the 

Methodist Church, but her new 

husband came from a long line of 

Presbyterians, and the couple de-

cided to worship at the Round 

Pond Presbyterian Church.  

     The Stewarts had three chil-

dren during their time in Frank-

lin. 

     In 1968 the family moved to 

Hendersonville, where Linda was 

active in Presbyterian Women.  

     In 1976 the Stewarts moved to 

Bowling Green, where they immediately joined The 

Presbyterian Church and went on to have all three 

kids graduate from Bowling Green High School.  

     While here, Hoye and Linda owned a business —  

Tractor Trailer Trucks— and after her kids were 

raised Linda worked in the office.  

     Linda is proud that all of her children finished 

college and have good careers. Daughter Marilyn is  

a registered nurse and lives in Indianapolis. Daugh-

ter Marcia is also an RN and lives in Cookeville, 

Tenn. Son Dan is an industrial engineer in Louis-

ville. In addition, Linda has six grandchildren and 

three great-grandchildren, including little Linda, 

who is the apple of her eye! 

     Linda has been involved with Presbyterian Wom-

en her entire adult life. She credits Marge Hulen 

with inviting her to join Circle 3, a group which has 

remained an important part of her life. She has been 

the moderator of Circle 3 since 1991.  

      Linda was honored to receive Lifetime Member-

ship in Presbyterian Women for her many years of 

dedicated service to her circle and to the church. She 

has also served on the Board of 

Deacons, working in the area of 

Congregational Care. 

     The area of service in our 

church that Linda holds most dear 

is the work she does in the Special 

Care Ministry. Whenever this 

group prepares a meal for grieving 

families, you will find Linda in 

the kitchen, and more often than 

not, she will have prepared orange 

bars or a pumpkin roll for dessert! 

Linda knows first-hand what these 

meals mean to a family. She has 

expressed deep appreciation for the love and support 

of Special Care when Hoye died this past year after 

59 years of marriage. 

     If you have not had an opportunity to meet Linda 

Stewart, you should seek her out. She has a huge 

heart and a warm, infectious smile. Linda is always 

willing to lend an ear and to help others in any way 

she can! 

 

Presbyterian Women 

Linda Stewart 
 

By Sheila Reeves 

The next meeting of The Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team will be 

on Thursday, March 12 at 10 a.m. in the conference room at TPC. 

Linda and Hoye Stewart 
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Join our whole church family in the  

fellowship hall at 9:45 a.m. for a hymn and  

prayer before we head to our classes: 
 

Floyd Hays Ellis Class   (Room 201) 
     Contact Charles Reid if you have any questions about this class, which is studying “What is the 

Least I Can Believe and Still Be A Christian?”  

     Lively discussions cover what we DO need to believe, and what we DO NOT need to believe. 
 

What Do Presbyterians Believe   (Fellowship Hall) 
     This class, taught by Matthew Covington and Jim Johnson, answers many questions, including: 

 Do we mean what is our theology, which means what we understand about God: 

 Do we mean some specific things, like what is the Trinity: 

 How do we do the Lord’s Supper, or should we all it the Eucharist or Holy Communion 

 Why don’t we baptize like the Baptists? 

 Why do we worship like we do? 

 How can elders be young people? 

We have a lot of ways we can go, and may touch on them all in this 8-10-session class. 
 

Parenting Class  (Room 202) 
     A book study on Principles for Spiritual Parenting is used to generate conversations on how to 

raise a family in our current society. 
 

O ur church’s own Dr. Robert V. Haynes,        

professor emeritus of history and former vice 

president of Academic Affairs at Western Kentucky 

University, received the Richard Wright Literary 

Excellence Award on Feb. 28 in Natchez, Miss.  

     The award, begun in 1990 and presented annual-

ly by the Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration, 

honors the work of people with strong Mississippi 

ties.  

     Dr. Haynes’ family moved to Jackson, Miss. 

when he was an infant. He attended Jackson public 

schools and graduated from Millsaps College, 

where his father was a professor. He went on to earn 

a bachelor’s degree from Millsaps, a master’s de-

gree from Peabody College (Vanderbilt University) 

and a Ph.D. from Rice University.  

 

     Dr. Haynes taught at University of Houston, 

where he was acting director of Afro-American 

Studies,   interim director of libraries, director of 

libraries, associate provost for academic programs 

and deputy provost. He came to WKU in 1984. 

     His books include two which are strictly about 

Mississippi history: The Mississippi Territory and 

the Southwest Frontier, 1795-1817 and The Natchez 

District and the American Revolution. He has also 

authored many scholarly journal articles on Missis-

sippi history. 

     Dr. Haynes regularly teaches Monday morning 

history classes in our church. He and his wife, Mar-

tha, have been married for 62 year and have three 

children.     

                  Congratulations Dr. Haynes! 
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Theology Pub for college students and young adults  
continues to meet at 7 p.m. every Thursday at  

Mellow Mushroom.  
Come join us for free pizza and great conversation! 

 
 

 

Hockey Game! March 21
st

! 
We’ll go see the Nashville Predators take on the Buffalo Sabres. Cost is $40 (all you can 

eat). We’ll leave from the church at 4:30 p.m. Game time is 7 p.m. 

 
 
2015 Montreat Youth Conference  
 This is for rising ninth-graders through graduated seniors and will be July 18-25.  

The Cost is $350. The first deposit of $50 was due Feb. 1, with remaining fees of  

$100 due per month on March 1, April 1 and May 1.  
 

For more information about our youth ministry, contact David Muffett,  
director of Youth Ministries, at david.muffett@bgpres.org  

Youth and College Ministry 

Sunday Night Youth Group meets at church from 5-8 p.m. 

-The Middle School Group, for grades six through eight, meets from 5 p.m.  

to 6 p.m. for study/discussion.  

-A combined dinner with middle- and high-schoolers will be from 6 p.m.  

to 6:30 p.m.  

-Game time for everyone will be from 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.  

-Senior High Study, for grades nine through 12, will be from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m.  

Wednesday Youth Fellowship is at Spencer’s Coffeehouse from 5 to 6:30 p.m.  

Middle School Sunday School is every Sunday at 9:45 a.m. 

     This class meets in Fellowship Hall for a hymn and prayer, then heads to our classroom. It’s for grades six 

through eight and began in January with a new study titled ReForm: Ancestors/Old Testament. This is a 15-

week study of characters of the Old Testament. Each session begins with a fun video of each Bible story.  

 

High School Sunday School is also every Sunday at 9:45 a.m. 

     This class for grades 9 through 12 also starts with a hymn and prayer in Fellowship Hall, then heads to our 

classroom. The 10-lesson curriculum titled StickyFaith is designed to nurture faith beyond high school. Each 

study begins with a short video.  

mailto:david.muffett@bgpres.org
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 Children’s Ministry 

Join your church family at 9:45 a.m. in the  
fellowship hall for a hymn and prayer. 

Then, we head to our age-group classes:  
Preschool — for ages 3-5 

(In the hall across from the nursery) 
Primary — for Grades K-3 

(In the hall at the end of the ramp) 
Intermediate — for Grades 4 and 5   

            (In the hall across from the nursery) 

A 
s you can see from the happy faces above, the Valentine 
Party held on Feb. 15 in the fellowship hall was lots of fun. 
     The children launched cotton swabs through straws, 

decorated cookies, enjoyed pizza and other treats and wrote Val-
entine notes to each other. 
      Most of all, they just enjoyed each other’s company. 
      We hope you will attend our next party.  
Stay tuned for news about future special events! 
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T he Preschool Learning Cen-
ter began registration for the 

fall year on Feb. 18 for existing 
students and church members. 
     The enrollment fee is $100.  
     The three-year-olds class 
options are Monday and 
Wednesday attendance from 9 
a.m. to noon, or Tuesday and 
Thursday attendance from 9 
a.m. to noon. Eight students are 
in each class. 

    The classes for four-year-
olds also meet on Monday and 
Wednesday or Tuesday and 
Thursday. Ten students are in 
each of these classes, which 
meet from 9 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
with children bringing lunch 
from home. 
     Come by the church office  
or to the preschool brochure 
rack to pick up an application 
packet.  

     Just contact PLC Director 
Dana Patterson at plcdirec-
tor@bgpres.org or call the 
church office, at (270) 843-4707 
for more information. 

C hildren’s Chimes meets on the third 
floor across from the elevator, each 

Sunday at 9:10 a.m. Anyone ages 5 
through 5th grade can join! 
     Children’s Choir, for the same ages, is 

each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in room 203. 
     The Orff ensemble, for fourth- and fifth-graders, meets at 10:30 a.m. 
in room 203. Don’t worry. You can leave Sunday School a little early to 
participate! 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the 

 following church members and friends 

who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

The family of Linda Harlin 

The family of Lynn R. Miller 

The family of Jean Kirby Lush 

Our prayers are with you. 

B ill Wilson with The Center for 

Healthy Churches will be joining 

our congregation for small group 

conversations in the near future.  

     Everyone will be invited to be a part of the  

discussion. The session asks for your support and 

prayers as we enter into this important work. 

     Please be on the lookout for more information. 
 

                                                     — Margaret Stein 

     Running through March 19 is the popular exhibit of 

various mediums by our church members. 

     Kudos to the participating photographers and artists: 

Betty Brown, Joel Brown, Georgeanna Capito, Shannon 

Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Dough Humphrey, Gayle Novick, 

Reese Polen, Sheila Reeves, Bud Schlinker, Diane Sim-

mons, Jeane Smith, Nate Stein, Peg Truman and Tony 

Wycihowski. 

     Beginning March 20 is a new exhibit that will be an  

artistic delight for all as well. 

     Colleen Hathaway is a fiber artists and will be display-

ing her beautiful quilts  

     “I use fabric like an artist would use paint, Colleen said.  

     This exhibit will run through June 4. 

     Lenten Worship will be on Wednes-

day evenings at 6:05 p.m., Feb. 25-

March 25. During each service we’ll 

review the meaning of Lent in worship. 

Prior to worship, a hearty dinner, with 

child-friendly options, will be served  

at 5:15 p.m. at a cost of $8 per person, 

$4 for children     under 12, or $20 for  

a family. Please call the church office 

for dinner reservations or sign the pew 

pad on Sunday. 

     Holy Week Services, with lunch        

provided, will be at different churches 

at noon each day from March 30- 

April 2.  

T he celebration honoring 

Tom Moody and his 50th 

year as our dedicated organist has 

been rescheduled (due to the win-

ter weather we had in February) 

for Sunday, March 22, after the  

11 a.m. service. 

     Please contact the church of-

fice to confirm your attendance     

at this special event, which will 

include a meal. 

 



Page  13                                                                                                                             

 

Daily devotions and lectionary are available at www.pcusa.org/lectionary/.  

Financial Summary 
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T hings have been going smoothly at the church the past month. Fortunately, there are no major issues 

that have to be addressed. Saturday, January 17th we had a very successful church-wide deep cleaning. 

We had over 20 church members participate. It was a great day of fellowship, plus the pizza we had for lunch 

was excellent. We would like to say “thank you” to all of our volunteers.   

     The Property Ministry members, Nancy English, David Faxon, Doug Humphrey, Tom Moody, Bob Hunt, 

Larry Warden, David Muffett, Richard Barefoot and Bobby Rabold, would like to express our appreciation to 

the church congregation for their support.  

     Submitted by:  Bobby Rabold, chairman, Property Ministry Committee. 

Property Ministry 

http://www.pcusa.org/lectionary/
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 March Birthdays 

March 1 

 Betty Jo Beard 

 David Gentry 

 Anna Sue Heller 

 Drew Mauldin 

March 2 

 Lia Schafer 

 Jeane Smith 

March 3 

 Mary Kirkwood 

March 4 

 Jonathan Hendrix 

 Michael Nade 

March 7 

 Patty Greninger 

 Rita Rudloff 

March 8 

 Peggy Carthrae 

 Buzz English 

March 10 

 John Franklin 

March 12 

 Jeffrey Johnson 

 Luke Johnson 

 Todd Kessler  

 Bryce Phillips 

 

 

 

 

March 13 

 Ahmad Gilliam 

 Alex Maudlin 

 Virginia Neel 

 Katie Wyrick 

March 14 

 Kate Grise 

March 15 

 Karol Ahmed 

 Chuck Webb 

March 16 

 Colton Nade 

 Eleanor Short 

March18 

 Beth Tyrie 

March 19 

 Sarah Johnston 

 Kelly Wyrick 

 Daniel Zeller 

March 20 

 Will Barrick 

 Christine Long 

 Connor Siddens 

March 21 

 Bob Hunt 

March 22 

 Leigh Ballard 

 

 

 

March 23 

 Earlene Chelf 

 Nina Njoku 

March 24 

 Lynn Reeves 

March 25 

 Emily Cooper 

 Bud Schlinker 

 Jamie Simpson 

March 27 

 Henry Heller 

March 28 

 Clark Carthrae 

 Dorothy Reeves 

March 29 

 Jennifer Del Pozo 

 Sarah Ellis 

 Mike Kanan 

March 30 

 Katrina Barnhill 

 Phillip Burkeen 

 Toni Stahl 
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 March Calendar of Events 

  
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

2 

11:00am 
Circle 3 
 

  

3 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

4 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Choir 

5 

6:00pm Room 
in the Inn 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

  

6 

10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 

  

7 

Meals 

Inc. 

8   Daylight Saving Time 

8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday Circle 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

9 

11:30am 
Circle 9 
  

  

10 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
4:30pm  Peace-

making 
7:00pm Evening  

Circle 
7:00pm Camera Club 

11 

9:15am Wed Morn 

Circle 
9:30am Circle 6 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Choir 

12 

6:00pm Room 
in the Inn 
7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 
7:00pm  

Missions 

13 

10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 
6:30pm  

Gordoneers 

  

14 

  

15 

8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

16 

  
17 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance Min 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

  

18 

11:00am Circle 4 
5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Choir 

19 

7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

  

20 

10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 

  
5:00pm  

Gallery Hop 

21 

Youth 

Group to 

hockey 

game 

22 

8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 

12:00pm 50-Year Cele-

bration for Tom Moody 
5:00pm Youth Group 

23 

 

24 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Mtg. 
 

  

25 

5:00pm Youth  

Fellowship 
5:15pm Dinner 
6:05pm Worship 
6:45pm Choir 

26 

7:00pm  

Theology 
Pub 

  

27 

10:30am 

Morning 

Prayer 

  

28 

Egg Hunt 
Tentative 

date 

29       Palm Sunday 

8:30am Worship 
9:10am Children’s 

Chimes 
9:30am Children’s Choir 
9:45am Sunday School 
11:00am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

30 

 

  

31 
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The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington           Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                            Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Wayne Pope                                               Choir Director 

David Muffett                               Director of Youth Ministries 

                                                                  Property Administration 

Richard Barefoot          Financial Administrator 

Steve Moore                                   Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                           Secretary 

John Grise                                                            Clerk of Session 

Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                               Custodian 

Michael Spencer                              Sunday Sexton 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

 

Full-color newsletters are available online at www.bgpres.org. 

March 15 is the deadline for the April 2015 newsletter.  

Please send your information to Alicia Carmichael at  

deatoncarmichael@aol.com. 

March 2015 


